MARGERY   KEMPE

ful parting, and how it was not to his knowledge that they
would be parted so suddenly asunder.

The people that heard there-of had great wonder, and
spoke as they would. Some said it was a woman's whim,
and a great folly, for the love of her daughter-in-law, to
put herself, a woman of great age, to the perils of the sea,
and to go into a strange country where she had not been
before, nor knew how she should come back. Some held it
was a deed of great charity, forasmuch as her daughter
had beforetime left her friends and her country, and come
with her husband to visit her in this country, that she
should now help her daughter home again into the country
she came from. Others who knew more of the creature's
life, supposed and trusted that it was the will and the
working of Almighty God to the magnifying of His Own
Name.
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